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SQUIRRELS

)or most of us, the sight of a red 
VTXLUUHO��Sciurus vulgaris��LV�D�
UDUH�WKLQJ��%ULWDLQ¶V�RQO\�QDWLYH�

squirrel species, the red squirrel has 
been displaced by the grey squirrel 
�Sciurus carolinensis���ZKLFK�ZDV�
LQWURGXFHG�GXULQJ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��
The larger greys outcompete reds 
and, having originally been regarded 
DV�DQ�RUQDPHQWDO�VSHFLHV��DUH�QRZ�
FRPPRQSODFH�LQ�WRZQV��FLWLHV�DQG�WKH�
FRXQWU\VLGH�
(VWLPDWHV�YDU\�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�

number of red squirrels versus grey 
squirrels, but the huge environmental 
and economic damage caused by grey 
VTXLUUHOV�LV�QRZ�ZLGHO\�DFFHSWHG��
Grey squirrels damage trees by 
stripping bark from the trunks and 
branches of trees, especially during 
WKH�VSULQJ�DQG�VXPPHU�PRQWKV��
7KLV�FDQ�ZHDNHQ�WKH�WUHH��OHDYLQJ�LW�
susceptible to disease or, if they strip 
a complete ring of bark from around 
WKH�WUXQN��LW�FDQ�FDXVH�WKH�WUHH�WR�GLH��

Trees such as oak, beech, hornbeam 
DQG�VZHHW�FKHVWQXW�EHWZHHQ����

DQG����\HDUV�RI�DJH�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�
targeted, often leaving the tree 
ZLWK�QR�YDOXH�IRU�XVHIXO�WLPEHU��2Q�
$QJOHVH\��ZLWK�QR�JUH\�VTXLUUHOV�
and a high red population, there are 
UHSRUWV�RI�GDPDJH�RQO\�WR�D�YHU\�IHZ�
KRUQEHDPV��

Grey squirrels also raid birds’ nests, 
VWHDOLQJ�HJJV�DQG�SUH\LQJ�RQ�ÀHGJOLQJ�
\RXQJ�

Controlling grey  
squirrels

,Q������PRUH�WKDQ����IRUHVWU\��
land management and conservation 
organisations signed the UK 6TXLUUHO�
$FFRUG, an agreement that ‘records 
a common purpose and resolve 
concerning squirrels in the United 
.LQJGRP��*UH\�VTXLUUHOV�QHHG�
controlling because of the economic, 
social and environmental damage that 
they cause and their adverse impact 
RQ�UHG�VTXLUUHO�SRSXODWLRQV�ZKLFK�
are part of the natural heritage of the 
8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�DQG�QHHG�SURWHFWLRQ���
Many different parties are involved 
LQ�ZRUN�WR�SURWHFW�UHGV�RU�FRQWURO�
JUH\V��7KH�VLJQDWRULHV�WR�WKLV�$FFRUG�
recognise the vital importance of 
ERWK�WKHVH�ZRUN�DUHDV�DQG�DJUHH�WKH�
IROORZLQJ�ORQJ�WHUP�DLP��UHG�VTXLUUHO�
populations protected and thriving 
and greys controlled, through targeted 
DQG�VXVWDLQHG�DFWLRQ�¶

The most recent estimate of the 
DQQXDO�FRVW�WR�%ULWLVK�)RUHVWU\�LV�����

JACKIE FOOTT of British Red Squirrel looks at how grey squirrels are impacting British 
woodlands and explains how red squirrels are making a comeback in some areas of the UK.

“Red squirrel populations 
protected and thriving and 

greys controlled, through 
targeted and sustained 

action.

”The UK Squirrel Accord 2014

CONSERVATION

PROTECTION AND CONTROL
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PLOOLRQ�LQ�ORVW�UHYHQXH��$�5R\DO�)RUHVWU\�6RFLHW\�VXUYH\�
UHSRUWHG�RQH�PHPEHU¶V�FRPPHQWV��µ*UH\�VTXLUUHOV�DUH�WKH�
VLQJOH�ELJJHVW�WKUHDW�WR�JURZLQJ�KDUGZRRGV��HVSHFLDOO\�
RDN��LQ�WKH�8.�DQG�PXVW�EH�FRQWUROOHG��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�
OLJKW�RI�GLVHDVHV�LQ�RWKHU�KDUGZRRGV�¶�

THE LAW
• ,W�LV�LOOHJDO�WR�UHOHDVH�D�JUH\�VTXLUUHO�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�

ZLOG�
• ,W�LV�QRW�LOOHJDO�WR�ODZIXOO\�DQG�KXPDQHO\�VKRRW�RU�WUDS�

LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQWURO�JUH\�VTXLUUHOV�
• Kill traps must not be used if there is any chance of 

UHGV�VTXLUUHOV�EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�DUHD�

,I�\RX�OLYH�LQ�D�µJUH\�RQO\¶�DUHD�ZLWK�QR�FRQWURO�
JURXS��VWDUW�E\�FOHDULQJ�WKH�JUH\V�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�SURSHUW\��
<RX�PD\�¿QG�WKDW�VTXLUUHOV�IURP�DGMDFHQW�SURSHUWLHV�
ZLOO�¿OO�WKH�YRLG�VR�\RX�FRXOG�GHYHORS�D�QHWZRUN�ZLWK�
neighbours, possibly even covering large areas such as 
WKLV�UHZLOGLQJ�SURMHFW�LQ�6WDIIRUGVKLUH��:RRGODQG�RZQHUV�
FRXOG�SUR¿WDEO\�MRLQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�QHLJKERXUV�WR�KLUH�D�SHVW�
FRQWUROOHU�WR�UHGXFH�QXPEHUV�LQ�WKHLU�ZRRGV�

Methods of control

/,9(�&$3785(�75$36
5HJXODU�ZLUH�WUDSV�DUH�ZLGHO\�DYDLODEOH��3HVW�FRQWUROOHUV�
DGYLVH�VHWWLQJ�WKHP�XS�IRU�D�ZHHN�RU�VR�ZLWK�EDLW�WR�OXUH�
WKH�VTXLUUHOV�LQWR�ZKDW�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�D�IHHGLQJ�VWDWLRQ��

,I�WKH�EDLW�KDV�EHHQ�WDNHQ��VHW�WKH�WUDS�SURSHUO\�DIWHU�
D�ZHHN�RU�PRYH�LW�WR�DQRWKHU�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�VWDUW�DJDLQ��
7KHVH�WUDSV�PXVW�EH�FKHFNHG�HYHU\�GD\��SUHIHUDEO\�WZLFH��
DQG�WKH�FDSWXUHG�VTXLUUHOV�GHVSDWFKHG�KXPDQHO\��5HDG�
this best practice guidance�IURP�%ULWLVK�5HG�6TXLUUHO��$�
comprehensive list�RI�WUDSV�LV�DYDLODEOH�KHUH�

.,//�75$36
There are many different types of kill traps available and 
it is essential to be sure of the licensing requirements in 
\RXU�SDUW�RI�WKH�8.�

SHOOTING
6KRRWLQJ�JUH\�VTXLUUHOV�LV�OHJDO�DQG�FDQ�EH�KLJKO\�
HIIHFWLYH��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�RZQHUV�SODQ�FDUHIXOO\�DQG�
HQVXUH�VDIH�VKRRWLQJ�DQJOHV�ZLWK�D�EDFNVWRS�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
DUHD�LQ�ZKLFK�\RX�KDYH�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�VKRRW���2EYLRXVO\��
LI�LW�LV�\RXU�RZQ�ZRRG��SHUPLVVLRQ�LV�QRW�QHHGHG��EXW�EH�
PLQGIXO�RI�\RXU�QHLJKERXUV���6KRRWLQJ�JXLGHOLQHV�DQG�
best practice are available from the %ULWLVK�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
IRU�6KRRWLQJ�DQG�&RQVHUYDWLRQ��%$6&���7UHH�VXUJHRQ�
%RE�:LOVRQ�DGYLVHV�VHWWLQJ�XS�D�IHHGLQJ�VWDWLRQ�LQ�IURQW�RI�
D�WUHH�IRU�D�IHZ�GD\V�WR�OXUH�WKH�VTXLUUHOV��µ.HHS�LW�¿OOHG�
IRU�¿YH�RU�VL[�GD\V�WR�OHW�WKHP�JHW�D�WDVWH�IRU�LW�EHIRUH�
VKRRWLQJ��7KDW�ZD\��WKH�VTXLUUHOV�DUH�GUDZQ�WR�D�VDIH�
VKRRWLQJ�DUHD��ZLWK�WKH�KRSSHU�DQG�WUHH�DFWLQJ�DV�D�VDIH�
EDFNVWRS�¶

                              FERTILITY CONTROL
7KH�8.�6TXLUUHO�$FFRUG�LV�
funding research into fertility 
FRQWURO�DQG�LV�QRZ�LQ�WKH�
WKLUG�\HDU�RI�D�¿YH�\HDU�
SURMHFW�GHYHORSLQJ�DQ�RUDO�
FRQWUDFHSWLYH�IRU�VTXLUUHOV��
5HVHDUFK�KDV�DOVR�MXVW�VWDUWHG�
on gene editing for grey 
squirrels, but results are some 
\HDUV�DZD\�

PINE MARTENS
$�QXPEHU�RI�SURMHFWV�KDYH�
proved that they can play an 
important role in reducing 
grey populations, although 

RIGHT: Grey squirrels gnaw 
trees to get at the sweet sap-
filled layers of the bark. Classed 
as an invasive non-native species 
LQ�WKH�8.�DQG�DQ�LQYDVLYH�DOLHQ�
species in Europe, the grey 
squirrel was moved outside its 
natural range by humans and has 
negative consequences for native 
biodiversity and the economy.

BELOW: Pine martens reduce grey 
squirrel populations.

CONSERVATION

https://wildstaffordshire.org.uk/staffordshire-squirrel-project/
https://www.britishredsquirrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Grey-Squirrel-Best-Practice.pdf
https://www.britishredsquirrel.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/TRAPS-.pdf
https://basc.org.uk/airgunning/advice/
https://basc.org.uk/airgunning/advice/
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LINKS
Click on the organisations to link to their 
websites.

European Squirrel Initiative 

Red Squirrel South West

Red Squirrel Survival Trust

Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels

8.�6TXLUUHO�$FFRUG

Vincent Wildlife Trust

the exact reason for this remains 
XQFOHDU��)DVWHU�DQG�PRUH�QLPEOH��
reds are less often preyed upon by 
SLQH�PDUWHQV��3LQH�PDUWHQV�DUH�D�
natural predator of grey squirrels 
�DQG�DOVR�UHGV���PRQLWRULQJ�DQG�
research are continuing for the 
limited reintroductions and natural 
SRSXODWLRQV�LQ�WKH�8.��Living 
Woods reported on pine 
marten reintroduction 
in ,VVXH�����6XPPHU�
�����

Red squirrel  
conservation

Local volunteer 
groups in the north 
RI�(QJODQG�EHJDQ�
ZRUN����\HDUV�DJR�
to control greys and to 
SURWHFW�UHG�VTXLUUHOV��7KH\�
ZHUH�WKH�¿UVW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�
grey success came at the expense 
RI�UHG�VTXLUUHO�SRSXODWLRQV��2YHU�
the years the groups kept careful 
UHFRUGV�DQG�WKHVH��DORQJ�ZLWK�PRUH�
UHFHQW�VFLHQWL¿F�PRQLWRULQJ�DQG�
DQDO\VHV��KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�UHGV�
can survive and thrive if there is 
FRQVLVWHQW�JUH\�VTXLUUHO�FRQWURO��
*UH\�VTXLUUHOV�ZLOO�RXWFRPSHWH�

reds for food and habitat, generally 
harassing them so that they are 
XQDEOH�WR�EUHHG��*UH\�VTXLUUHOV�
also carry the squirrel pox virus 
�6439��WKDW�LV�KDUPOHVV�WR�WKHP�

EXW�IDWDO�WR�WKH�UHGV��VXEMHFWLQJ�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�DQ\�LQIHFWHG�SRSXODWLRQ�
WR�D�ORQJ�DQG�SDLQIXO�GHDWK�
5HG�VTXLUUHOV�GR�QRW�QHHG�VSHFLDO�

habitats and can live in areas 
VWUHWFKLQJ�IURP�QRUWKHUQ�%ULWLVK�
FOLPDWHV�DV�IDU�VRXWK�DV�&RUQZDOO�
DQG�WKH�6FLOO\�,VOHV��DQG�LQ�UXUDO��
suburban and sometimes even 

XUEDQ�ORFDWLRQV��7KH�QRWLRQ�
that red squirrels prefer 
FRQLIHUV�LV�VRPHZKDW�
FRQIXVLQJ��WKH\�KDYH�
been increasingly 
restricted to large 
FRQLIHU�ZRRGODQGV�
and plantations due 
to encroaching grey 
VTXLUUHOV��:KLOH�WKH\�

can utilise coniferous 
trees better than grey 

squirrels, red squirrels reach 
their highest population densities 

LQ�PL[HG�RU�EURDGOHDI�ZRRGODQGV�
that offer a diversity of tree species 
DQG�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�IRRG��

The surviving populations of red 
VTXLUUHOV�LQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�,VOHDV�DUH�
not there by chance, but because 
RI�WKH�ZRUN�RI�YROXQWHHUV�LQ�WKH�
¿UVW�LQVWDQFH�DQG�WKHQ��PRUH�
UHFHQWO\��WKURXJK�IXQGHG�SURMHFWV�
DQG�RUJDQLVHG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�JURXSV��
+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�D�UHOLDQFH�RQ�
volunteers to carry out much of the 
ZRUN�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�
OLNH�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG��IROORZ�WKH�
OLQNV�LQ�WKH�ER[HV�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�

Common in Scotland, but near threatened in the 
UHVW�RI�WKH�8.��UHG�VTXLUUHOV�DUH�SURWHFWHG�XQGHU�
the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act.

CONSERVATION

  British Red Squirrel
To see whether you live in 
a red squirrel area, check 
their Activity Map and 

contact your nearest group 
to work with it. 

British Red Squirrel is collecting evidence 
of tree damage caused by red squirrels.    

Email reports of woodland squirrel 
damage to contact@redsquirrel.org.

:MI[�E�WLSVX�½PQ�EFSYX�EFSYX�XLI�
ecological damaged caused by grey 
squirrels: Red Squirrels: Turning the 
Tide.


